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Boc;mi.i.F,  Kficjain® 

m<Jay,  October  6,  1933  '| 

PCbiTicAL  aoasir  ■  ! 

Ve  had  Quito  an  intereating  toik  hero  the  other  day  vlth  ! 
John  A*  Poaey,  attorney  of  Roolcport^  formerly  proeocu ting  attorney  i 

}• .  y 

of  Spencer  and  Porry  oountico.  Pocoy  la  the  only  oon  of  tho  • 
late  Frank  B*  Pooey  of  Peterotnargt  iSvanovillo  end  itockport. 

Colonel  PoDoy,  as  he  was  knotm  to  all  his  friends,  was  ono  of  th© 

I 

moat  brilliant  non  wo  have  over  }lo  \^ao  In  nanny  res  poet  c 

tho  greatest  orator  wo  have  over  heard*  It' was  cur  privilogo 
to  read  ;;i  law  under  Colonel  Poeoy  for  two  years  over  at  Petersburg  : 
whon  VO  were  a  young .  man.  In  o\ir  life  time  wo  have  hoard  among 
other  groat  orators,  James  0,  Blaine,  Thoa*  B*  Hood,  Carl  Schurz, 
Senator  Joe  Bdley  of  7o:scas,  Boxirko  Cochran,  William' McKinley, 
Theodore  Rooccvolt,  Jeraoc  Davis,  William  Jennings  Bryan, 

V 

Henry  vrottor son,  Robert  0*  , Ingerooll,  Jamoa  Wattoon, 

Senator  Albert  J*  Bovorldg©  and  a  score  of. others.  Hut  wo  havo 

■  • 

hover  hoard  a  nan  with  cuoh  charen  of  msnnor,  real  poetry  and  sracic 
and  genuine  oratory  as  that  posBOosed  ,by  tho  late  Colonel  Posoy* 

Ho  was  ono  of  Cod^o  gifted  sons,  Inspired, if  by  oeloctlal  fire. 


Ho  would  havo  graced  the, Uni tod .States  conate, ^ 


I, 


■  • 


.  •  PO-eox 2270'- '.rr'V;.:-.--  • 

: a:  ■;  A  ■1':^ ft' ■  ,V ■? Bftft ■' -ft .V '  ^ ' • 

•  ^ '  v.-  ■  A.  'A.,V5.  J  v.,- ^  ; 


J,  *  ‘  .*■.*'  i  1*^  »  ':,  ft  t'  "'  ' '  '  • '  '  **  '  '''  ■'•  P' ' '  ^ 

'  £■■•  ■■ V  'i  ■  i'.",'. B 
''iOT"'  ■'■  i'/'X  }  i'-: '■  *  . 


'■  1  ,«»*•, ';.r  •  ■ 

^  •■■V-'  '4vv‘.  i-  1 

.i  '  r  .'.C-  ' 


Th3  death  of  Mr.  Frank  B.  Poeey,  at  hia 
reaidentie  In  Rockport,-  Sunday  afternoon,  calls  for  the 
action  of  the.  Bar  of  the  city  of  Evansville,  in  v/hich  he 

i 

*  •  ? ' '  • 

spent  the  greater  part  of  his .mature  and  active  life. 

He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Thouias 
Posey,  First  Territorial  Governor  of  Indiana.;  'vas  Porn  in 
Petersburg,  educated^. in  the  schools  of  that  city  and  Asbury 
University,  later  knovirn  as  DePauw, .  with  law  training  in 
■  the ,  State  University  at  Bloomington.  .  He  entered  Asbur^’’ 
U^^iversity  in  18S4j  v;hile  a  raere  boy. 
y';^.  .  y;’ .  ■  '  ■  It  is  said  of  him  that  at  the  age  ox 

sixteen  and  seventeen  he  showed  the  extraordinary  ability 
.which  he  exhibited  in  maturer  life;  he  was  then  a  gree.t 
reader  of  solid  literature  and  attracted  general  attention 

•  -i  •  ^  • 

among  the- ^udents  and ^ prof esaor.3.  He  began  the  loractice 
of  law  at  7>etsroburg  where  he  practiced  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  then  he  moved  to  Evansville,  where  he  was  for  the  best  j 

I 

part  of  his  xtKixxK  life  active  both  in  law  and  politics.  I 

! 

He  was  a  man  of  wide  range  of  information, 

intelligent  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  as  he  continued  ' 

,  ■  '  I 

to  be  angreat  reader  and  observer- of  events  all  his  life.  ' 

His  remarkable  ability  was  best  shown  in  hie  addresses  in  court, i 

t 

(  ,  »  '  I 

to  Juries,,  tc  political  conventions  and  public  meetings,  as  ! 
v;ell  as  upon  the  lecture  platform.  .  ■  i 

■  i 

He  had  a  fine  , voice,  was  a  man  of  large  i 
and  commanding  presence;  a  great  occasion  either  in  political  ; 

■  •  '  .  i 

discussion  or  in  court  always  aroused  him,  and  called  forth  j 
great  powers.  Uith  a  strong  and  musical  voice,  a  wealth  | 

of  information  for  illustrations,  and  faith  in  the  triumph  of 

J'.:  .  .  » 

'  truth  and  the  right,  as  Virell  as  his  own  ability  to  defend 
them,  when  the  occasion  presented  itself,  he  rose  to  great 
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;  ■  ■'  'it  ■  i*  :>C  V' ' ^  {.*-*.  , 


i-i..; 


*( 


~;~,7  ‘ie-'- 


-.1 


height  a  of  oratory ^  and  power  in  swaying  his  audiences. 


Hia  appeals  to  juries  were  aade  in  a  whirlwind  of  voice,  words 
xa;ia  and  action,  .  which  were,  at  times  irrisietible.  It  is 
said  of  one  of  the  judges  who  presided  in  the  courts  in  v;hich 
he  frequently  practiced,  that  his  power  over  juries  was  so 
great  that  the  judge  often  felt  it  his  duty,  in  an  unusual 
manner,  to  intervene, "in  order'  to. give  the  opposite  party  jus¬ 
tice.  .  Hia  great  gifts  were  by  nature.  Success  in  jury  trials 

’  .  .  ■  V  . .  ... 

did  not  comd  tO’him  as  with  most  lawyers, .,tha70Ugh  the  channels 
of  great  preparation  and  hard  work,  v but -with-’a  minimum  of 
labor  and  preparation,  and  where  there  was  a  question  of 
fact  for  a  jury,  he  generally  succeeded.-  .  He  was  employed 
as  special  counsel. in  some  of  the  greatest  litigation  that 
arose,  in  thissection  of,  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  (al-c rj'i-rrg  speech  to  the.  jury,  where  he  was  not  even  charged 

with  the  details  of  preparation  and  management  of  the  trial,  • 

( 

and  he  v/as  always  able,  b’r  listening  to  the  testimony,  to  ■ 
so  thoroughly  master  the  strong  points  of  his  own-case,  and 
the  v/eak  points  of  his-  adversary,  as  to  make, an  effective 
speech  when  the  time  arrived. ' ^ 

He  was  chosen  in . each  political  campaign 
-to  make  the  opening  address  in  variou^-liftixi=e?'i^  Indiana  and 
adjoining  states.  His  habits  of  thought  o^ualified  him  to 
outline  the  opening  points  of  a  political  campaign  in  an 
unusual  degree;  he  was  a  favorite  in  some  of  the  ix»k  most 
cultured  communities  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  as  elsewhere, 
who  reguiarlv  asked  for  hi^g  to  open  the  campaign,  and  his  moat 
appreciat {/alienees  v/ere  people,  of  the  highest  culture. 

He  was  a  leader  in  thought,  and  skaKsd  so 
much  greater  than  his  surroundings  in,  youth,  that  he  learned  . 
the  habit  of  self-reliance  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  — 
at  times  almost  .to  a  fault.  Taking  the  period  of  his  life 
as  a  whole,  no  other  man- in  the' First  Congressional  District 
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occupied  a  more  distinct  position  as  the  repreaentati^o  of 

•  •  '  ‘  f  ■  .■*L  • '  ‘  . 

his  party  in  this  section.’" 'He  was  a  candidate  in  Pike 
County  for. state  Senator,  almost  as  soon  as  he  came  of  age* 
v';  V  '  ^  T^e'  moved  to  Evansville  about  twenty-five 

years,  ago,  where  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Judge  H. 

A.  Mattison,  and' was' associated  with  him  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Clark, 
and  later  with  DeWitt  .Oi-  Chhppell.,  .;i 

;  His  .political  services  were  recognised 

by  his  party  when  he’ was  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  local 
.port  about' ten  years  ago, : upon  which  he  practically  gave 
•  up  the  law  practice.  He  retired  from  that  office  about 
two  years  ago,  when  the  office  was  removed  to  Terre  Haute, 

■■k  .A 

and  he  recently  moved  to  Rockport  where  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Fred  A.  Heuring  and  his  son, John  Posey, 
-under  the 'name  of  Posey,  Heuring  &  Posey.  Lees  ..than  a 
year  ago  he  started  a  Republican  paper  at  Owensboro,  Ky., 
known  as  ’’The  Ow’ensboro,  Nows”,  meanv/hile  residing  at  Raspi 
Rockport.  /r^e  lived  on  what  is  called  The  Bluff  at  Rockport, 
;one  of  the  highest  elevations ; in  southern  Indiana. 

""'v  He  made  three  races  for  Congress,  and 
was  once  elected  and  served  a  portion  of  aterm  as  successor 
_  to  Governor  Hovey,  who  resigned  his  position  in  Congress  to 
make  the  race  for  Governor. 


Mr.  Posey  was.  at  various  times  candidate 
for  Attorney  General,  for  Governor  and  Senator,  in  the 
Republicalni  conventions  and  ‘  Legislature,  but  was  never  able 
to  make  a  coinbination  sufficient  to  secure  the  nomination 
to  any  of  those  positions. 

.  '  .Mr-^  Posey-  delivered  a  lecture  entitled 

r 

”7,’hy  God  Don' t  Kill  the.  Devil”. 

He  belonged  to  the  Masonic,  Odd  Fellows, 
Elks  and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges  at  Peterbburg,  and  was' a 
member  of  the  Methodist.  Eip  Episcopal  Church.  , 


"•wr 


rT'' 
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VJhen.  "The  Standard",  a  dai^y  morning 
paper  was  established  in  Evansville,  during  the  Adniinis- 
tration  of  President  Harrison,  Mr.  Posey  took  charge  of 
the  paper  and  was-its  chiaf  editorial  writer  for  a  considerable 
psixKxx  period. 

•  V  ,  As  a  friend,  Mr.  Posey  was  loyal  and  true, 

and  strong  in  his  personal “1  attachment  to  his  friends.  No 
man  in  this 'section  had  more  friends  and  a' larger  acquaintance, 
throughout  the  Congressional  District,  or  the  state,  or  this 
section  of  the  country,  than  has  had  Mr.  Posey  during  .the"”^ 
period  of  actLy^  li^e. 

Evansville  Bar  recognizes  in  his 
death  a  loss  to  the  profession  and  its  members  feel  a  sense 
of  deep  personal  loss,  and  we  extend  to  his  widow,  .son  and 
daughters,- our  heart-felt  sympathy ■ 


jU/OlXJ 


i!. 


..L - 


1.1 

i  •  t  .  •  . 


■r.:v 


‘  .  •  M  ;  V  • 


iwv  -  h, < 


■P#f ■ . 

nri  '<ff  -■-.  ^  j}*,,,,  ., .  a.v'i  •■■", 

^ :  ■  ;2__ 

•  ■  U:-,  /i!'.v:'.c-^*'-  Me® 


a‘  /  *  /  . 

■-.  V’-f^ 

'  }•  '  ' 

f  f 

■^  "  '■  ■ 

f'% 

'•V,i.;  - 

M*  '  j 

i  . 

e:  ’  1 

■/  '"'•"  ! 

» ) 


■j  ■•  ■'  ■*',  *  '  .*^ .  I . ' 

’)  •' 

f  '■ 

•'vt  ■■ , 


U 


,A'f  ‘^jL  ; ; 


’  WB^.W^ ■■  f 'iL 

■  '■  ,-< '  'y; '  ■  5  -li 


v‘.V'  ’’  ri'li  '•.,,  :•••■  ^'  t,  ,A-'  v'^S®  .  .  .  ,5>r 


. ;•  '  ■■  ■  Vv'fei^'j  -fl  ^i'...  , , ,  ,  i'-,'  X.  • 


fe-.. JH# ,.  V  ■ "  ••  • ■  , .  ■ 


J'v  «  ■  -Ui  *,.'.  „  .\^  .  .  •  ■■  \ 

.  T-  ,  ;  •T.V^  y}.Mr 


'.'X'  ’  . 

*,.V^  •  ' 

-  ; 

'  *1  >♦  »  ->., 

•  f  \  ■■  , 


'  .  <.,u  V:  I*  '-  '  ‘i  1JKI|,  T-  ,,  ,  '  ■-,.  .:n»iriy  iA 


:f>fc  -1^  V  '>« 


'«}f v: '  ■. ,  ■  ■;,. 


f  t4 


